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SPECIAL SECTION: REALTOR® & GOVERNMENT DAY 2020
REALTOR® & G OVERNMENT D AY S UCCESS
44 REALTOR® members from RANWW, over
340 from Wisconsin met in
Madison to discuss issues
important to real estate and
land use during REALTOR® & Government Day
on February 5th.

many of their staff’s. This is
the reason we work so hard
to get attendance at events
like this, so that our elected
officials understand the importance of our issues for
our industry, but also for
the support and preserva-

tion of the rights of private
property owners.
In order for all of our
members to see the issues
and bills that were discussed, the following special
section has excerpts from
the official program.

Of our 44 attendees, 22
were first-time attendees.
Several commented that
they were pleasantly surprised on how smoothly the
day’s programming went
and attendance for our hill
visits was the second largest
gathering in over 15 years.
Not only did we fill the
conference room, we had
attendance from every representative within RANWW’s
jurisdiction, Senators & Representatives alike as well as
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If you read The GAD Report every month (you do
read it, right?), you probably notice that it’s looked
the same for a very long
time.
Over 13 years to be exact.
That will change next

month when we roll out a
new look GAD Report.
There will be more opportunities to write quick
stories on land use, zoning,
housing and the like that
will encompass our entire
15 county jurisdiction.
It will also include a list

of Legislative contacts on
the back page of the publication that will be there
every month should you
need to reach out to your
legislator.
Watch for the all new
GAD Report, coming to
your email next month.
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Here’s a program that helps support
local and state candidates
Invest $50 per month, charged monthly to your Visa,
Mastercard or American Express card
Candidates and incumbents for local offices and the
state Legislature need your support
Support those who support real estate and land use
as well as private property rights
Go to: https://www.wra.org/dgcontribution/ to set
up your Direct Giver investment

RANWW Needs YOU to join the Large
Donor Council in 2020
Invest $85 per month, charged monthly to your Visa,
Mastercard or American Express card
Candidates and incumbents for local offices and the
state Legislature need your support
Support those who support real estate and land use
as well as private property rights
Go to: https://www.wra.org/dgcontribution/ to set
up your Large Donor Council investment

12 Reasons to Renew or Begin Your Large Donor/Major investor Council Membership
1. In 2010, some appraisers and the City of Milwaukee wanted legislation passed that would prevent real
estate licensees from giving opinions of value unless they had an appraiser’s license. It didn’t pass
thanks to your help and the WRA’s efforts to kill this legislation.
2. In some states, local governments can regulate brokerage services that are currently regulated by state
and federal laws. Not in Wisconsin! The WRA helped pass a law that prohibits local governments from
interfering with Wisconsin license law.
3. In some states, attorneys are required at every closing. Not in Wisconsin! Your right to use state
approved forms was reaffirmed by the state Supreme Court, thanks to an amicus brief filed by the WRA.
4. In some states and municipalities, state or local governments have rent control laws or ordinances. Not
in Wisconsin! The WRA took the lead years ago and helped pass a law that prohibits local rent control.
5. Some members of Congress wanted to eliminate the mortgage interest deduction for second homes.
The NAR and WRA were successful in maintaining this deduction because of the importance of second
homes to the real estate market in Wisconsin.
6. Prior to 2016, Wisconsin REALTORS® could be sued up to six years after a closing. Today, we have
significantly improved liability protection for real estate firms and agents by creating a two-year statute of
limitations from closing.
7. For years, some Wisconsin municipalities imposed expensive and unnecessary time of sale
requirements on property owners. Not anymore! Wisconsin law now prohibits local time of sale
requirements that would limit or impede a property owner’s right to transfer property.
8. For 30 years, the State of Wisconsin imposed weatherization requirements on rental properties. Not
now! The legislature eliminated the rental weatherization program, which required weatherization of rental
units and certification before the property was sold or transferred.
9. Some Wisconsin municipalities prohibited homeowners from renting their property on a short-term
basis. Today, we have a new law that protects the ability of homeowners to rent out their home by
allowing local communities to regulate but not prohibit such rentals for seven days or more.
10. Historic rehabilitation is a priority for communities across the State of Wisconsin. Through the efforts of
the WRA and other allies, Wisconsin maintains the state historic rehabilitation tax credit up to $3.5
million per project.

11. Some Wisconsin cities imposed rigid and expensive rental property inspection programs. A new law
limits the authority of municipalities to conduct inspections of rental property unless there is evidence of
blight, high rates of building code complains or violations, deteriorating property values, or increase in
single family home conversions to rental units.
12. Over the years, some state lawmakers have made several attempts to increase the real estate transfer
tax. The WRA has stopped all these proposals, including the last proposal to double the transfer fee that
would cost your seller hundreds of dollars on the sale of their home.
This is only a small sample of our legislative successes at the State and Federal level, made possible by your
contributions so we can support candidates who support our industry.

REALTORS® A SSOCIATION
OF N ORTHWESTERN
W ISCONSIN
3460 Mall Drive
Suite 5A
Eau Claire, WI 54701
Phone: 715-828-1976 home office/text
Phone: 715-835-0923 board office
E-mail: bruce@ranww.org

Bruce King
Government Affairs Director

WWW. RANWW. ORG

The REALTORS® Association of Northwestern Wisconsin is the
largest association in terms of area, stretching from Millston, Whitehall
and Fountain City to the south all the way to central Bayfield and southern Ashland county to the north. We are the fourth largest of the 19 Associations in terms of membership. Your Association covers 385 units of
local government, monitoring a wide variety of issues that can and do
affect you. In addition to local government, your GAD also monitors
issues at the state and national level that will have a direct or indirect
impact on housing and the industry, as well as legislation that can affect
the consumer. Your Government Affairs Director works with members
and affiliates to raise investment dollars for RPAC that help to support
elected officials that support your business. RANWW is one of only
three REALTOR® Association’s in Wisconsin that have their own PAC,
which was started 41 years ago to support candidates at the local and
state level. We maintain a Facebook page, called “The GADabouts”, that
aims to keep you up to date on political issues that will affect your business. Your GAD also produces a periodic government affairs program
posted on our YouTube channel, RANWWTV!!

“RANWW/NWWMLS UNITE TO
ADVOCATE FOR REAL PROPERTY RIGHTS,
ADVANCE PROFESSIONALISM AND CONNECT
MEMBERS WITH OUR COMMUNITIES.”

M Y T HOUGHTS — BY B RUCE K ING
REALTOR® & Government Day truly makes a difference when we show up in
numbers that legislators and
their staffs are impressed by.
This year, we impressed
them. One chair short of
standing room only in the
meeting room, every legislator that represents RANWW
in the room, along with a
number of staffers that attended at least part of the
program.
Moving forward, we will
be reaching out to you in the
same way that we did this
year, with a personal appeal
weeks in advance of the
event in order to give as

many of you an opportunity
to make an impact in Madison.
We will be placing an
emphasis on new REALTORS® thru New Member
Orientation to secure as
many of our newest agents as
possible to attend. This year,
50% of our attendees were
first-timers.
I have included parts of
the official program so that
all of our members know
what issues were discussed
during our hill visits. Some
of the bills have had public
hearings, while others have
had a vote in the Assembly
and are waiting a vote in the

Senate. A number of bills
regarding workforce and
affordable housing are being
addressed, and those that are
not, will be brought back in
January.
Workforce housing will
be a major issue with WRA
moving forward in both the
short term and long term.
You can expect to be hearing
much more about the efforts
to address this critical issue
in the months and years
ahead.
To the 44 that attended
this year, thank you! To the
rest of our members, please
plan to attend next year’s
event in Madison!

