RANWW

Realtors® Association of
Northwestern Wisconsin

Making Your Membership Work For You

2026 Dues renewal statements have been emailed.
No paper statements will be sent.

Take advantage of the quick and convenient online payment system.

» Virtually Staged & Al-Enhanced Photos in the MLS

N e vv Sletter « Zillow Map Pins - Why They Sometimes Show Incorrectly

« Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA)

ADVOCACY

. . « NAR REALTOR Party Mobile Alerts
Nlal k yOUl Calendar « Why Advocacy Matters, Special Note from Riley
Barnhardt

November 18 PROFESSIONAL GROWTH

New Member Orientation
+ Make professional growth a priority

November 27 & 28

RANWW Office Closed for Thanksgiving UPCOMING EVENTS

November 30 « REALTOR® Ring Day: December 5
Final Day to pay dues without late « RANWW Office Closed: December 24 & 25
penalty * 2026 Installation & Awards Banquet: January 8

December 5 ASSOCIATION UPDATES

REALTOR® Ring Day

* 2026 Dues renewal statements have been emailed!
> No paper statements
Pay by November 30 to avoid late fees

Empowering REALTORS®, Buitoing CoMMUNITIES.



https://www.ranww.org/
https://www.realtor.com/goodneighbor/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNTnk9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFTdnU2Wm0yUXRzc1U4aFhlAR7zyL5qUyL0MT7h9fgms-azKofEohdklXJFmj8Ohf_XzjcQq0IZIdaojCrSjw_aem_fTAwVV8g_A9s8eXwmIazZw#finalists
https://www.wra.org/WREM/Oct25/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=d43e9043-5351-4945-9f19-1bca12c869ec

Welcome Our Newest Members

Tyler Buss Maisey Wilhelms
Woods and Water Elite Realty Group
Ethan Kleis Michael King
eXp Realty Reller Williams Diversified
Toni Jelinek Brennan Marr
Coldwell Banker River Valley Hometown Realty Group
Sheila Arredondo Daniel Garza
Keller Williams Premier Realty Prosper Real Estate
Angela Baumhover Sullivan Neal
NextHome WISCO Success Kaiser Realty
Geneva Capetillo—Macias Collin Kelly
Chippewa Valley Real Estate Chippewa Valley Real Estate

Mark Your Calendars

RANWW New Member Orientation: November 18

RANWW Office Closed: November 27 &28

Last day to pay Annual Dues without penalty: November 30
REALTOR® Ring Day: December 5

2026 Installation & Awards Banquet: January 8
REALTOR® and Government Day 2026: February 10

Visit our EVENTS CALENDAR to learn more and register.


https://www.ranww.org/events/register/1320/
https://www.ranww.org/events/calendar/
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 REALTOR®

Ring Day

Friday December 5th
Multiple Locations and Shifts Available

SIGN UP TODAY

Click HERE for Eau Claire locations
Click HERE for Chippewa Falls locations
Click HERE for Rice Lake locations

MLS

recent updates & info

Paying MLS dues? Please include your invoice #

Virtually Staged & Al-Enhanced Photos in the MLS

As technology evolves, so do the ways listings are presented. Virtual staging and Al editing tools

can make photos look beautiful but it's important to remember that MLS photos must always
present a true picture of the property.

[1 Allowed


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4CAEA92DA6F85-60104678-ranww#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4CAEA92DA6F85-60105684-ranww#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4BA5AA2AA7FC1-60173310-realtor#/

» Minor exterior photo enhancements such as adjusting brightness or exposure, as long as the
property’s appearance isn’t changed.

« Virtual staging to add or replace furniture or décor.

* Al tools that improve photo clarity or remove small distractions (like cords or clutter), if the
result remains accurate.

"] Disclosure Requirements

When virtual or Al enhancements are used:

« Label each affected image or caption as “Virtually Staged” or “Digitally Enhanced.”

* A non-staged version of the same photo must immediately precede or follow any staged
image.

* If a video or virtual tour contains virtual staging, include a visible on-screen disclaimer.

"1 Not Allowed

« Edits that change interior colors, finishes, or materials. (e.g., appliances, paint, wallpaper,
fixtures, cabinetry)

* Altering exterior landscaping, seasons, or backgrounds (e.g., adding sunsets or unrealistic
skies).

* Any change that misrepresents the property’s true condition or layout.

These types of edits violate both NWWMLS Section 1.2.0 — Accuracy of Listing Data and NAR
Code of Ethics Article 12, which requires REALTORS® to present a true picture in all
advertising.

85 License Law Reminder

Under Wisconsin Administrative Code REEB 24.04(2), advertising may not be false, deceptive,
or misleading. Misrepresenting a property’s condition through digital editing could be considered
a license law violation in addition to an MLS infraction.

By following these simple rules, you protect yourself, your seller, and the professional integrity of
our MLS.

Questions? Contact the MLS office at staff@ranww.org or 715-835-0923 for clarification.

Zillow Map Pins — Why They Sometimes Show Incorrectly

Zillow listings may occasionally display with the wrong map pin location, especially on vacant
land listings. Zillow elects to obtain their listing data through WIREX instead of a direct feed from
NWWMLS. Because the WIREX feed does not include latitude and longitude coordinates, Zillow
may estimate or reuse a previous map location.

It's good practice to check your listings on Zillow after activation to confirm the pin is correct. If
you find one that’s misplaced, you can send the correct coordinates directly to
partnersupport@zillowgroup.com for a manual update.

Click here for full details and step-by-step instructions

o Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA) Launched October 22

Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA) has launched in Matrix and related products.

MFA adds an extra layer of protection for your MLS account by requiring both your password
and a secondary verification when unusual login activity is detected.

[J What You Need to Know

Good news — if your email address in Matrix is up to date, you're already set for MFA.

A cell phone number is recommended for added flexibility, but it's not required. You'll continue
to log in as usual unless the system detects unusual activity.


https://www.ranww.org/documents/resources/250408-nwwmls-policy-and-procedure-manual-clean_3.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/reeb/24/02
mailto:staff@ranww.org
tel:715-835-0923
mailto:partnersupport@zillowgroup.com
https://www.ranww.org/documents/resources/zillow-map-pins-location.pdf

[1 When Verification Is Needed
You'll be able to choose from several convenient verification methods:
o Email - receive a one-time code sent to your registered email address. (Email
verification is required.)
e Text message — receive a one-time code sent to your cell phone. (Optional, but
recommended for convenience.)
o Passkey/Biometric login — use your device’s built-in security (fingerprint, face scan,
or unlock code). The passkey is stored securely on your device and never shared,
making it fast and highly secure.

[1 Want to Learn More?
Visit our MFA FAQs to learn more about how MFA works.

By verifying your account with MFA, we can better safeguard MLS data and ensure secure
access for all members.

RPAC

REALTORS® Political Action Committee

Stay in the Know Use the QR code to sign up today!

Download the NAR REALTOR Party Mobile Alerts (RPMA)

REALTOR® Party Mobile Alerts, NAR’s advocacy texting
platform, offers REALTOR® associations and REALTORS® a
way to stay connected directly from their cell phone or tablet.
When a national or state legislative call for action is launched,
or an important advocacy update needs to be communicated,
subscribers will receive a short text message with more
information.

A note from Riley Barnhardt:
Why Advocacy Matters: It's Who we R®

As REALTORS®, advocacy isn’t just an extra line on our to-do list; it's a fundamental part of who
we are. The work our members do depends on a fair, functional housing market, and that market
is shaped every day by local policy decisions. From zoning changes to tenant protections, these
choices ripple outward into every home sale, every rental unit, and every person trying to find a
place to call their home.

That’'s why we get involved. Our job is to bring balance and practicality to the table, to ensure
policy reflects how housing actually works, not just how it appears on paper. We show up, we
listen, and we speak for everyone who keeps the housing market moving, from the people who
build housing to the people who invest in it and those who call it home.


https://www.ranww.org/documents/resources/mfa-faqs.pdf

I's not about politics. It's about stewardship. This system is fragile. A complex web of
responsibilities, incentives, and trust. When it tilts too far in any direction, everyone feels it. When
stability falters, investment slows. When regulations contradict, progress stops. Advocacy is how
we keep that balance. It's how we remind decision makers that good intentions alone don’t
strengthen communities; sound policy and cooperation do.

Still, it's impossible to ignore the tone of public life right now. Every debate feels sharper than the
last. Nuance is lost in the noise. The presumption of good faith has become a rarity. But all of us,
regardless of where we might sit on a particular issue, want the same thing: to live in a
community that works. One where people can afford to stay, where properties are cared for, and
where civility still means something.

That'’s the space we try to hold as REALTORS®. Not just as professionals, but as neighbors.
When the debates grow louder, our role is to stay steady, to advocate thoughtfully, and to keep
the focus on what connects us, rather than what divides us.

Because at the end of the day, housing is personal. It's about people. And keeping this
perspective alive in the public discourse might be the most critical advocacy work that we do.

Riley Barnhardt
LSAR Operations & Advocacy Coordinator

Jrs G

lan Gauger
RANWW Advocacy Coordinator

Donate to RPAC Do you invest in Donate to Direct Giver

[m]wrisg [m] RPAC?
=

REALTORS® POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE

When you invest in RPAC, your money is pooled together and contributed on a nonpartisan
basis to candidates who support housing and real estate interests. If you wish to designate

which candidate receives your investment, invest in the Direct Giver program



https://secure.donationpay.org/wra/rpac.php
https://secure.donationpay.org/wra/directgiver.php?source=%5Bac_7678131%5D

Professional Growth

For the Early Birds... Self-Study
CE Now Available!

Why wait? Get a head start on the 2025-26 CE
biennium with the Wisconsin REALTORS®
Association’s Self-Study CE course!

The printed book is available now—and when you order, you’ll also receive a complimentary
electronic PDF version so you can study anytime, anywhere.

Wisconsin licensees are required to complete 18 one-hour CE courses to renew their real estate
license. Don’t wait until 2026—knock it out early with content that’s fresh, relevant, and tailored
to today’s market.

U Click here to learn more and order your materials.

On-Demand CE options coming soon—stay tuned!

Association Updates

Earn Your Fair Housing Challenge Emblem!

Take the lead in building a more inclusive and equitable real

estate industry. By completing the Fair Housing Challenge, i

you’ll expand your knowledge of fair housing history, laws, ’
and ongoing issues — benefiting your clients, communities, WRA

and the profession. |

Complete all three steps to earn your emblem:
1. Fairhaven 2.0 g
2. Commitment to Excellence (C2EX)
3. One course of your choice: At Home with Diversity Fair Housing Challenge
(AHWD) or Bias Override: Overcoming Barriers to Fair
Housing

Display your emblem proudly next to your name in emails, online profiles, and marketing
materials — a visible mark of your leadership and commitment to fairness in every transaction.
Take the Challenge & Learn More

A Special Request from Brenda


https://www.wra.org/Education/Online/RECE/2025-26_Resources/Campaign/Pricing/
https://www.wra.org/FairHousingChallenge/?utm_campaign=Education&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--o4nQbHt6IodMBHuiTguLBA10gfEZw0yFVUonwERHRkJrxa-cvdjM1slKADUdCSuBQ8SiFISVx3NX7imBws0ckRPSVsA&_hsmi=375574010&utm_content=375574010&utm_source=hs_email

RANWW members, | have a BIG ask! A fellow REALTOR® from our neighboring association to
the north—the Lake Superior Area REALTORS®—is a finalist for the NAR Good Neighbor
Award. | recently learned about his incredible work and the impact of his Foundation, and I'd
love your help in supporting him.

Please take a moment to cast your vote—the additional funding he could receive would make a
meaningful difference for his charity.

Thank you so much for your support!

—Brenda
2025 FINALIST
an
:- e ( KEN LARSON
F: Good Northern Lights Foundation
Neighbor FOUNDER
PRESIDENT
DULUTH, MN
VOTE NOW! fi realtorcom €

Stay Informed with NAR's Consumer Guide Series

Empowering Homebuyers & Sellers

The Consumer Guide Series offered by NAR, is a valuable resource designed to help
homebuyers and sellers navigate key real estate topics with confidence. Each guide provides
expert insights from REALTORS® and industry professionals, ensuring consumers have the
knowledge they need to make informed decisions.

The latest guide in the series is about contract contingencies and clauses that buyers and
sellers may encounter in a real estate transaction. The guide defines common contingencies and
clauses and helps consumers understand what happens if the terms aren’t fulfilled.

These guides are free and available to the public, making them a great tool for REALTORS® to
share with clients.

Check out the full series HERE

Upcoming FOREWARN Safety Online Training Sessions

Agent safety is always a priority! To support increased activations and usage of FOREWARN,
we’re offering monthly online training sessions to help agents get the most out of this valuable
tool.

November Online Training Session:
e November 5at9a.m. CST
e November 19 at 1 p.m. CST

Join us as we demonstrate how to effectively use FOREWARN, share insider tips and tricks, and
hold a live Q&A session.

Registration: To sign up, please visit our registration page.


https://www.realtor.com/goodneighbor/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNTnk9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFTdnU2Wm0yUXRzc1U4aFhlAR7zyL5qUyL0MT7h9fgms-azKofEohdklXJFmj8Ohf_XzjcQq0IZIdaojCrSjw_aem_fTAwVV8g_A9s8eXwmIazZw#finalists
https://www.nar.realtor/the-facts/consumer-guide-real-estate-contract-contingencies
https://www.nar.realtor/the-facts
https://www.forewarn.com/training-webinars/?utm_campaign=Training Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_SkbAYkGLRYtwexXaBrlWYbFmgumTEUH8ySVUEFp71EHZIkC5nM_VFyfhTK-027uZgy-qutwtZyeH9tNhtIQHMQbCemQ&_hsmi=331910136&utm_content=331910136&utm_source=hs_email

‘<“7" SAFER SHOWINGS.
rorewarRN' | SMARTER ENGAGEMENTS.

Register for a live training of FOREWARN

Know your prospect...in seconds
= o

FOREWARN .
. -
Results for:

561-555-1212 ‘ Receive a call

Name: John Doe
Address: 111 5 Main,
Boca Raton, FL 33431

Enter phone #
in FOREWARN app

ospect info

linal history, and

Affiliate Connection

Are you an RANWW Affiliate who wants to shine a little brighter? We’d love to feature you in an
upcoming Affiliate Spotlight!

If you're interested, just email me at kristyn@ranww.org. I'll get you on the schedule and follow
up with the details on what I'll need and when you'll be featured.


mailto:kristyn@ranww.org

We love showing off the amazing businesses that support our Association—don’t miss your
chance to be in the spotlight!

WRA Member

NAR Member

Benefits

Benefits

Stay Up to Date with the State and National
REALTOR® News

WRA Website ‘ NAR Website

WISCDNSIN

_' October

Magazine

RANWW Officers RANWW Directors

Shannyn Pinkert - President Catherine Bade - (715) 271-3055

(715) 379-3574 Mary Jo Bowe - (715) 456-2014
shannynpinkertegmail.com Kim Bump - (715) 514-0125
Bob Ritsch - President Elect Deborah Hanson - (715) 456-0499

(715)-456-8008

bobritschecharter.net lade Green - (715) 642-1320

Alex Hartung - (715) 495-0852
Ben Rivard - Treasurer ex Hartung - (715)

(715) 205-1519 Bailey Hawke-James - (715) 864-8669
infoebenrivard.com John Flor - (715) 924-4806
Todd Schwartz- Imm. Past President Brooke Damaske - (507) 210-9642

(715) 559-2231

toddecv-re.com

Andy Yakesh- (/15) 225-4867
Dawn Malcolm - (715) 852-2307



https://www.wra.org/memberbenefits/
https://www.nar.realtor/realtor-benefits-program
https://www.wra.org/
https://www.nar.realtor/

Top Notch Support is Just a Phone Call Away
RANWW Office: (715) 835-0923

REALTORS® Association of Northwestern Wisconsin || (715) 835-0923

00000

RANWW | 3460 Mall Drive Suites 5A and 5B | Eau Claire, WI 54701 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Our Privacy Policy | Constant Contact Data Notice

¢ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.facebook.com/RANWW
https://www.instagram.com/realtors_ranww/
https://www.ranww.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ranwwtv
https://www.tiktok.com/@ranww..nwwmls?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://twitter.com/RANWW
https://www.ranww.org/terms/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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