
hall’s position , and that 
position was supported by 
the appeals court earlier this 
year. 

     The area of contention is 
north of Highway 121 be-
tween Independence and 
Whitehall. The company 
that wanted to develop the 
mine and rail transfer center 
has since gone out of busi-
ness, but with demand for 
both frac sand  and trans-
load facilities still quite 
high, other mining interests 
may want to establish a 
mine on the property. 

     Arguments before the 
court will like take place 
later this winter or early 
spring with a decision soon 
afterward. 

       The Trempealeau 
County town of Lincoln has 
had its differences with the 
city of Whitehall for some 
time regarding the annexa-
tion of 1248 acres of land 
that the city wanted to an-
nex in order to develop and 
open a frac sand mine in 
2015. 

     The township contends 
that the city erred in how 
the process was done in 
order to annex the land to 
the city. 

     After months and 
months of back and forth, 
the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court has agreed to hear the 
case of the township. The 
town’s challenge to White-
hall’s position will be filed 
my the middle of the 

month. The township’s 
action comes after the state 
appeals court ruled in April 
that the city of Whitehall 
acted properly in its annex-
ation action.. 

     Justices will need to an-
swer will be whether there 
was unanimous consent 
from property owners in 
the township to the annexa-
tion, was the land contigu-
ous to the city of Whitehall, 
did city officials inflict un-
due influence on the bound-
aries of the area to be an-
nexed and does Wisconsin 
statutes limit what the 
township can legally appeal 
an annexation attempt. 

     Last year, a Trempealeau 
County circuit court judge 
affirmed the city of White-

ANNEXATION HEARD BY SUPREME COURT 

EAU CLAIRE CAFO PLAN DELAYED 

     The Eau Claire County 
board has been working on 
a plan to adopt a one year 
moratorium on Concentrat-
ed Animal Feeding Opera-
tions, joining other area 
counties that have either 
adopted a moratorium or 
are in the process of writing 
and adopting such a morato-

rium. In Eau Claire County, 
agricultural interests and 
farmers stated that the cur-
rent livestock siting law 
adopted by the legislature 
takes precedence of local 
government. 

     The county Land Con-
servation Commission vot-

ed against the proposal but 
the county Planning and 
Development committee 
recommended that the plan 
go to the county board, 
who did not act on it, but 
intend to take it up in Octo-
ber. 

REALTORS® ASSOCIATION OF NORTHWESTERN W ISCONSIN 

OCTOBER 2018 VOLUME 11,  ISSUE 10 

THE GAD REPORT 

 

ANNEXATION ISSUE HEARD 

BY STATE HIGH COURT 

1 

COUNTY CAFO PLAN 

DELAYED 

1 

LARGE DONOR COUNCIL 

MEMBERS NEEDED IN 2019 

2 

MENOMONIE HOUSING 

PROGRAM 

2 

L ISTENING SESSION ON 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

2 

MY VOTE WISCONSIN 3 

MY THOUGHTS 5 

       

  Use My Vote Wisconsin 
to know who is on your 
ballot. Go to https://
myvote.wi.gov/en-us/ 

to see who will be on 
your ballot November 
6th. 

 



      To mark the 50th anniver-
sary of RPAC (and the 40th 
anniversary of RANWW’s 
PAC), we are looking to re-
cruit 50 current and new 
Large Donor Council mem-
bers in 2019. 

     The Association has been 
among the top three in terms 
of Large Donor Council 
membership the past four 
years, and wants to involve as 
many of our members as pos-
sible to assure that our Asso-
ciation has the means to sup-

port candidates and in-
cumbents for both local 
and state office. 

     To help with budget-
ing, we are providing a 
twelve month investment 
at only $85 per month, 
set up on the day of your 
choosing with WRA. 
Large Donor Council 
membership is a mini-
mum $1000 investment, 
at $85 a month, you’ll be 
recognized as an LDC 

immediately, and will be eli-
gible for all the benefits of 
participation as soon as you 
agree to be an LDC. You will 
have $700 to invest in local or 
state candidates and $300 will 
go to RPAC….40% of that 
$300 comes to your Associa-
tions PAC to support candi-
dates and other advocacy pro-
gramming. 

    To set up your LDC invest-
ment for 2019, contact Bruce 
(bruce@ranww.org). 

Employees from participating 

businesses will be eligible to 

borrow up to $10,000 for a 

down payment on a home in 

the city. 

     Funding for the program 

comes from both public and 

private dollars and nonprofit 

groups. The city of Me-

nomonie has a number of fund-

     The City of Menomonie 

adopted a program that is a 

public/private partnership 

that will hopefully attract new 

homeowners to the city. 

     Called Home Sweet Me-

nomonie, the program is de-

signed to provide down pay-

ment assistance for a person 

buying a single family home. 

ing options available to it and 

the group is soliciting dona-

tions to the fund that will 

begin assisting home buyers 

on January 1st. 

     The concept from the 

Dunn County Economic De-

velopment Corp was intended 

to raise awareness of work-

force shortages in the city. 

 WANTED :  50 LARGE DONOR COUNCIL MEMBERS IN 2019 

MENOMONIE APPROVES HOUSING PROGRAM 

E.C. C ITY COUNCIL HAS LISTENING SESSION ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

pro and con. Others discussed 
the necessity to increase the 
amount of housing for seniors 
that can live without assis-
tance at home. 

     Builders like Cody Filipcak 
of C & M Home Builders 
spoke of affordability, the 
shortage of available housing 
and the demand for new con-
struction.  One of the impedi-
ments toward getting more 
developments approved is 

often opposition of the neigh-
bors. 

     Scott Rogers, Government 
Affairs Director for the Eau 
Claire Chamber of Com-
merce  says that a compre-
hensive look at all of the fac-
tors affecting housing supply 
and affordability need to be 
addressed in order to find the 
correct solutions to the needs 
of the city. 

    The Eau Claire City Coun-
cil held a listening session on 
affordable housing of all kinds 
for all ages in the Eau Claire 
community. 

     Many people stepped for-
ward to speak about personal 
experiences and impediments 
toward finding a home to buy 
or an apartment to rent in the 
city.  Other spoke about ex-
periences with landlords  both 
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DON’T FOR-

GET TO 

VOTE ON 

TUESDAY, 

NOVEMBER 

6TH. 



Do you know where to vote? 

 

Do you know who is on the ballot? 

 

Are there any referendum questions? 

 

Go to MyVoteWisconsin and obtain a sample ballot simple 
by entering your address. Your learn who is running, any ref-
erendum questions, where your polling place is and how to 
get there. Its easy and gives you everything you need so you 
know who is on the ballot November 6th. 

 

                           https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/  





    The REALTORS® Association of Northwestern Wisconsin is the 

largest association in terms of area, stretching from Millston, Whitehall 

and Fountain City to the south all the way to central Bayfield and south-

ern Ashland county to the north. We are the fourth largest of the 19 As-

sociations in terms of membership. Your Association covers 375 units of 

local government, monitoring a wide variety of issues that can and do 

affect you. In addition to local government, your GAD also monitor is-

sues at the state and national level that will have a direct or indirect im-

pact on housing and the industry, as well as legislation that can affect the 

consumer. Your Government Affairs Director works with members and 

affiliates to raise investment dollars for RPAC that help to support elect-

ed officials that support your business. RANWW is one of only three 

REALTOR® Association’s in Wisconsin that have their own PAC, 

which was started 39 years ago to support candidates at the local and 

state level. We maintain a Facebook page, called “The GADabouts”, that 

aims to keep you up to date on political issues that will affect your busi-

ness. Your GAD also produces a periodic government affairs program 

posted on our YouTube channel, RANWWTV!! 

3460 Mall Drive 
Suite  5A 

Eau Claire, WI  54701 

Phone: 715-828-1976 home office/text 
Phone: 715-835-0923 board office 

E-mail:  bruce@ranww.org  
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land use issues if they are 
elected. Other seats may 
have no endorsed candidate 
meaning that whoever wins 
will work with us in the best 
interest of our members and 
landowners. 

     The (temporary) end of 
the fall campaign season is in 
sight. Election day is Novem-
ber 6th. 

     The spring election cycle 
will begin December 1, with 
the first day of nomination 
papers being available for 
local races, and a statewide 
race for an open Supreme 
Court justice. 

     On a personal note, I am 
humbled to receive the 

     If you are a Direct Giver 
or Large Donor Council 
member, you likely have had 
an email or two (or more) 
from me asking you to invest 
in candidates and incumbents 
for the fall election. 

     The incumbents that I ask 
you to support have either 
100% voting records on real 
estate issues or have a record 
that WRA feels is good 
enough to warrant your con-
tinued support. 

     Candidates from both 
sides of the aisle for open 
seats in the Senate or Assem-
bly have been vetted and 
those selected for support 
will support real estate and 

RANWW Distinguished 
Service Award this year. 

     I again want to thank the 
RANWW Board of Direc-
tors for nominating me for 
this award. I keep it next to 
me at my desk to remind me 
daily that I need to do my 
level best to serve you at a 
professional level that is re-
flective of this recognition. 

 

MY THOUGHTS—BY BRUCE K ING 

“OUR MISSION IS TO HELP OUR 

MEMBERS BE MORE SUCCESSFUL IN 

REAL ESTATE” 
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