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The GAD Report 
LET’S TRY MANNERS AGAIN 
Welcome to October: 

The good news is that we had several members rejoin the Large Donor 

Council (THANK YOU!). The bad news is that nobody took me up on 

my manners-driven ask to invest $100 in Direct Giver. 

So, I’ll ask again politely: 

PLEASE invest $100 or more in RPAC this month. With the election 
just ONE month away, we need to have the resources to support in-
cumbents and vetted candidates for state office. 

PLEASE use WRA’s secure website to make your investment using 
your Visa, Mastercard or American Express card. 

PLEASE use this website: https://www.wra.org/dgcontribution/  

PLEASE know that you can still mail a check to WRA for your invest-
ment, but with the mail running slowly and millions of ballots that will 
be taxing the postal system, a credit or debit card gets the money in 
and available much faster. 

PLEASE understand that we support Republicans and Democrats that 
support real estate and land use issues. 

PLEASE realize that nomination papers for spring elections will be 
available 4 weeks after the November election. Did you know you can 
support local candidates with your Direct Giver investment? 

PLEASE recognize that the real estate market is very strong, and your 
investment is badly needed, we need to raise $18,000 yet this year. 

PLEASE invest in RPAC.   

 

THANK YOU!!! 

Bruce 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Again With The Manners .......... 1 

Telemark Developer Withdraws
 .................................................... 2 

WRA Legislative Successes ....... 2 

Real Estate Is Essential Podcast 3 

City/County Health Officer Ordi-
nance…………………………………...3
RPAC And You .......................... 4 

My Vote Wisconsin………..…….. 5 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 More Manners for RPAC 

 NW WI & Duluth Hot 

 Telemark Deal Off 

 EC Health Officer Plan 

 Invest in RPAC 

 Capitol Insights 

 

It is very important for you to 

stay up-to-date on the latest 

orders from the county health 

departments in our jurisdic-

tion: 

www.ranww.org 

You will find updates at the 

local, state and national level 

regarding the coronavirus. 

I’ll continue to update the 

GADabouts Facebook page 

with new information from 

WRA and NAR as it occurs. 

Stay safe, and stay informed 

with your Association. 

Bruce King — Government Affairs 

Director 

https://www.wra.org/dgcontribution/


“Just Because You Do Not Take An Interest In Politics, Doesn’t Mean That 
Politics Won’t Take An Interest In You.” —Pericles (430 B.C) 

 

 

Housing inventories have been getting tighter since the pandemic be-
gan. With the tighter inventories, average selling prices have been in-
creasing and days on the market have been falling. With the announce-
ment that interest rates will stay near zero for the next three years, until 
the end of 2023, opportunities present themselves to buyers who are 
looking to move or get more house for the same payment. 

That is, if they can find them. 

If you are looking for a home in northwestern Wisconsin, you can still 
find an excellent selection. If you are looking in Duluth, you’re going to 
have problems. 

A story in the September 26th edition of the Minneapolis Star Tribune 
looked at residents of the Twin Cities that are facing working at home 
on a much more extended scale that thought just a few months ago, 
some by the employers’ choice, most by the employees’ choice. 

As much as homes sales have been strong across Wisconsin, they are 
equally strong across Minnesota and in the Northland where closed 
home sales hit a 15-year peak this summer, with a median home sale 
price at a record $210,000 for Duluth. 

Other factors that homebuyers are looking at is room in the home for 
an office, broadband high-speed internet, and at least in the short-term, 
space for children to be home schooled or participate in distance learn-
ing. 

 

 

TELEMARK DEVELOPER WITHDRAWS FROM THE PROJECT 

NORTHWEST WISCONSIN AND DULUTH DE-
SIRED DESTINATIONS FOR TWIN CITIES 
HOMEBUYERS 

 Last month, we told you about a developer that 
was looking to bring the fabled Telemark lodge 
back to prominence, creating a year-round des-
tination for business and entertainment. 
 
  Not so fast. 
 
   Telemark Redevelopment LLC has notified 
the American Birkiebiender Ski Foundation of 
its intention to walk away from the project. 
 
  The offer was for $1 million to purchase the 
resort and ski hill part of the lodge, and was 
part of a deal with ABSF to purchase the entire 
resort from Mt. Telemark Partners, who bought 
the facility in 2013. The main sticking point 

moving forward was the different ideas both 
parties had to bring the facility back to life and 
make it a year-round destination for not only 
recreation, but as a northern Wisconsin busi-
ness retreat. 
 
  The company now says that it is moving on 
past Telemark and is exploring opportunities 
for development with other year-round devel-
opments and properties that will be more in 
line with what they wanted to accomplish at 
Telemark. 
 
  No other developers or plans have been set 
forth on the property. 

WRA Issues Successes 

1. REALTORS® and 

Real Estate are Es-

sential 

2. Remote Online Nota-

rization 

3. Condominium Asso-

ciation Dispute Reso-

lution 

4. More Money for K-12 

Schools and Property 

Tax Relief 

5. Broadband Expan-

sion 

6. Income Tax Cuts 

7. Seller Audio/Video 

Surveillance at Show-

ings 

8. Prohibit Chasing 

Sales 
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“If they don’t give you a seat at the table, bring a folding chair.” 
  — Shirley Chisholm (1924-2005) 

 

  As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, health departments have been 

strained to keep up with guidance from the government and other 

sources, relaying best practices to the public and setting guidelines for 

trying to keep the public safe while trying to keep local businesses open 

with certain restrictions. 

Several counties and jurisdictions have taken to try to draft ordinances 

to better explain what the responsibilities of the respective Health De-

partments are and what, if any, enforcement powers are granted to 

them. 

Some jurisdictions have discussed and defeated ordinance legislation, 

while others are in the discussion phase. Public sentiment varies from 

total support to complete opposition. 

Beginning on Page 7 of The GAD Report, you’ll find a proposed ordi-

nance for the City of Eau Claire and Eau Claire County. If you are in 

Eau Claire or the county, ask questions of your elected officials. If you 

are in a jurisdiction where this is either in the planning or drafting 

stage, please do the same. 

REAL ESTATE AND REALTORS® ARE ESSENTIAL  

EAU CLAIRE CITY/COUNTY HEATH OFFICER 
ORDINANCE MEETS WITH SUPPORT AND 
CONCERN 

In March, real estate services 
were deemed to be essential as 
long as they abided by safety pro-
tocols. WRA played a key role in 
securing that designation for you 
by working with key players in the 
capitol. 
Watch this video from Tom and 
Cori to learn about the signifi-
cance of that designation. 
Moving forward, we need every-
one’s investment in RPAC in or-
der to continue those partner-
ships. The address is: 
https://youtu.be/jyj7XbkLjIA?
list=PL880kks9f70JO1puUiqx7h
HE3ekLc1RLS  

MORE THAN FIVE MIL-

LION IN CARES ACT 

FUNDING AVAILABLE 

FOR BROADBAND EX-

PANSION 

Governor Evers an-

nounced more than $5 

million of funding from 

the federal CARES Act will 

be awarded for the expan-

sion of high-speed broad-

band Internet. The funds 

will be processed thru the 

Public Service Commis-

sion to applicants from the 

2020 broadband expan-

sion grants that did not 

receive funding and who 

can connect customers by 

December 30, 2020. 

The idea is to expand in 

areas that are underserved 

by high speed Internet. 
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https://www.wra.org/i/l/866779027


HOUSING PROGRAM AVAILABLE FROM 
NORTHWEST AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Northwest Affordable Housing (NWAH) provides funding assistance to 

qualifying clients in the counties of Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett, Doug-

las, Iron, Price, Rusk, Sawyer, Taylor, and Washburn to make major 

housing repairs or to purchase a home. The housing program is target-

ed specifically to qualifying Low- to Moderate-Income (LMI) house-

holds (household income at or below 80% county median income).  

Funds are provided for making essential improvements to single-family 

homes serving as the principal residence of LMI owners. Eligible costs 

include energy-related improvements, lead-based paint hazard reduc-

tion, and repair of code violations.  

Direct assistance may be provided to eligible homebuyers for acquisi-

tion (down payment and closing costs), acquisition and rehabilitation, 

or new construction.  

HOME funds may be used for accessibility modifications to a dwelling 

unit occupied by an LMI person who is physically handicapped. Typical 

modifications include: ramps, grab bars, accessible shower stalls, wider 

doorways and hallways, and the installation of door handles, in place of 

door knobs. 

Contact Kimberly Gifford at Northwest Affordable Housing in Spooner 

for more information. 715-635-2197 or kgifford@nwrpc.com.  

https://youtu.be/jyj7XbkLjIA 

RPAC AND YOU 

Did you know that you can 

make your RPAC invest-

ment securely online using 

your Visa, Mastercard and 

now American Express 

card? 

Go to https://

www.wra.org/

dgcontribution/ 

 

If REALTORS® do not 

speak out, get involved 

and help shape the discus-

sion, someone else will. 

Nobody knows a commu-

nity better than a REAL-

TOR®. You are on the 

front line as defenders of 

real estate issues. 

Investing in RPAC assures 

you a seat at the table 

when critical decisions are 

made for homeowners and 

private property owners. 

Supporting vetted candi-

dates and incumbents at 

all levels of elective gov-

ernance is part of what 

RPAC is about. 

Now more than ever, we 

need your financial invest-

ment in RPAC thru the 

Large Donor Council or 

Direct Giver. 

 

 

Tune in to listen to Tom Larson and Cori Lamont of the WRA's public affairs 

team discuss the importance of having real estate classified as an essential 

business in Wisconsin. Along with that important designation comes the re-

sponsibility of investing in RPAC. Go to WRAs website to learn more on how 

the two go hand in hand.  The address is: https://www.wra.org/i/l/881903835  
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hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 
Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it incorrectly and applying 
the wrong remedies.  - Groucho Marx 

There are less than 30 days until the fall election on November 3rd.  

With talk of slower than normal delivery times from the post office, you 

have the option of filling out the ballot once you receive it and dropping 

it off at your polling station, or vote early, or by absentee, or the old way 

of going to the polls on November 3rd. 

However you decide, know who is on your ballot and what the candi-

dates stand for before casting your ballot. Watch for the WRA Legisla-

tive Report, recently delivered in your 

mailbox. 

 

If you have been thinking about 

adding tools to your toolbox, NAR 
offers two excellent certificate 

programs that do not take a lot of 
time to complete and will compli-
ment your current skill set. 

 
First is e-PRO®. The current 

pandemic has rushed technology 
to the forefront in a way not seen 
before. Zoom, Microsoft and We-

bex meetings are happening 
hourly. 

 
With many members still at 

home, and many that will stay 
there after the pandemic eases, 
having a heightened understand-

ing of marketing strategies and 
how to make technology work for 

you with those strategies will give 
you an edge. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The second is At Home With Di-

versity. This course addresses 
issues of diversity, fair housing 
and cultural differences and how 

these dynamics influence you as a 
real estate professional. 

IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED A BALLOT IN THE 
MAIL, BE SURE TO MAIL IT BACK RAPIDLY 

TOOLS YOU CAN USE IN YOUR BUSINESS 
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The Federal Reserve 

has kept interest 

rates steady during 

the pandemic and 

they plan on keeping 

it that way for a long 

time to come. 

They plan to keep in-

terest rates at near 

zero thru the end of 

2023. 

Housing has re-

sponded with double-

digit increases in 

sales and median 

prices received. 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/189277?ref=politics
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/189277?ref=politics


Representatives in the Wisconsin Legislature 

 

29th Assembly            

Rob Stafsholt       

608-266-7683       

Rep.Stafsholt@legis.wisconsin.gov                                   

                     

67th Assembly       

Rob Summerfield 

608-266-1194       

Rep.Summerfield@legis.wisconsin.gov                     

                    

68th Assembly       

Jesse James 

608-266-9172       

Rep.James@legis.wisconsin.gov                  

                    

73rd Assembly   

Nick Milroy 

608-266-0640 

Rep.Milroy@legis.wisconsin.gov 

 

74th Assembly 

Beth Meyers 

608-266-7690 

Rep.Meyers@legis.wisconsin.gov 

 

75th Assembly 

Romaine Quinn 

608-266-2519 

Rep.Quinn@legis.wisconsin.gov 

 

87th Assembly 

James Edming 

608-266-7506 

Rep.Edming@legis.wisconsin.gov 

 

91st Assembly 

Jodi Emerson 

608-266-7461 

Rep.Emerson@legis.wisconsin.gov 

 

92nd Assembly 

Treig Pronschinske 

608-266-7015 

Rep.Pronschinske@legis.wisconsin.gov 

 

93rd Assembly 

Warren Petryk 

608-266-0660 

Rep.Petryk@legis.wisconsin.gov  

 

 

State Senators 

 

23rd Senate 

Kathy Bernier 

608-266-7511 

Sen.Bernier@legis.wisconsin.gov   

 

25th Senate 

Janet Bewley 

608-266-3510 

Sen.Bewley@legis.wisconsin.gov  

 

mailto:Rep.Stafsholt@legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Rep.Summerfield@legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Rep.James@legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Rep.Milroy@legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Rep.Meyers@legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Rep.Quinn@legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Rep.Edming@legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Rep.Emerson@legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Rep.Pronschinske@legis.wisconsin.gov
mailto:Rep.Petryk@legis.wisconsin.gov








 

C.  The following violations of the code of ordinances shall be Class 3 violations and shall  

require a cash deposit consisting of a forfeiture of $200.00 plus applicable costs, penalties, and  

assessments as prescribed by Wisconsin Statutes: 

5. Section 8.04.021 Local Health Officer Orders 

The timetable for action for the Eau Claire City Council and the Eau Claire County Board is as follows: 

 

 10/6  First reading Eau Claire County Board 

 10/12  Eau Claire City Council Public Comment Period 

 10/13  Possible Vote by Eau Claire City Council 

 10/22  Eau Claire County Board Vote 

 

To date, the Eau Claire City Council has had a first reading of the proposed ordinance and has met with 

both support and opposition on the matter. The Eau Claire Chamber of Commerce has held a forum for 

their members to listen to a presentation by the Health Department, and city/county leaders. The Wis-

consin Counties Association organized a statewide group to look at the measure. Other cities and coun-

ties across Wisconsin have also looked at ordinance language similar, most to date have rejected their 

version of the ordinance as too much of an overreach by local government. 

 

If this issue is of concern to you, be sure to let your City Council and County Board representatives 

know. Likewise throughout RANWW’s jurisdiction, be sure to voice your concern or support to your 

local elected officials when and if this measure or a similar measure comes up. 



OUR MISSION: 

 

“RANWW/

NWWMLS UNITE 

TO ADVOCATE FOR 

REAL PROPERTY 

RIGHTS, ADVANCE 

PROFESSIONALISM 

AND CONNECT MEM-

BERS WITH OUR 

COMMUNITIES.” 

RANWW GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

The REALTORS® Association of Northwestern Wisconsin is the largest 

association in terms of area, stretching from Millston, Whitehall and 

Fountain City to the south all the way to central Bayfield and southern 

Ashland county to the north. We are the fourth largest of the 19 Associ-

ations in terms of membership. Your Association covers 385 units of 

local government, monitoring a wide variety of issues that can and do 

affect you. In addition to local government, your GAD also monitors 

issues at the state and national level that will have a direct or indirect 

impact on housing and the industry, as well as legislation that can affect 

the consumer. Your Government Affairs Director works with members 

and affiliates to raise investment dollars for RPAC that help to support 

elected officials that support your business. RANWW is one of only 

three REALTOR® Association’s in Wisconsin that have their own PAC, 

which was started 41 years ago to support candidates at the local and 

state level. We maintain a Facebook page, called “The GADabouts”, that 

aims to keep you up to date on political issues that will affect your busi-

ness. Your GAD also produces a periodic government affairs program 

posted on our YouTube channel, RANWWTV!! 

 
Bruce King, C2EX, AHWD,    

e-PRO® 
Government Affairs Director 

 
RANWW 

3460 Mall Drive 
Suite 5A 

Eau Claire, WI  54701 
715.828.1976 Home Office/

Text 
715.835.0923 RANWW 

Office 

YOUR LOGO HERE 


