
possible the Governor could 
coordinate the special elec-
tion to coincide with the 
spring election in April that 
will also be a Presidential 
primary and a statewide 
election for a justice to the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court. 

     It is also possible the 
Governor could call the 
election sooner. In either 
scenario, chances are good 
that there will need to be a 
primary to thin out compet-
itors. Due to the nature of 
the resignation, the winner 
of the election will not es-
cape campaign mode at all. 
Regardless of when the 
election is held, the winner 
will have to run again for a 
full term in November of 
2020. That leaves very little 
time to (continued below) 

        Only hours after 
launching an updated web-
site, 7th Congressional dis-
trict Representative Sean 
Duffy called friends and 
supporters and announced 
that he will resign from 
Congress effective Septem-
ber 23rd to spend more 
time at home with his wife 
Rachel Campos-Duffy, who 
is expecting their ninth 
child in late October, and 
who will be born with a 
heart condition and other 
complications. 

     That places the district, 
the largest Congressional 
district in terms of area in 
Wisconsin, up for grabs. In 
recent contests, the district 
has skewed more Republi-
can. Prior to Duffy’s elec-
tion, the district was held 

from 1969 to 2010 by 19-
term Congressman Dave 
Obey, who chose not to run 
for re-election, and who 
was elected to Congress via 
a special election. 

     That’s how Duffy’s re-
placement will be selected. 
Governor Evers will declare 
the seat vacant after Duffy 
leaves office. When he 
does, he has between 92 
and 121 days to call for and 
hold a special election. It is 

7TH CD SURPRISE : SEAN DUFFY RESIGNS 

7TH CD: POSSIBLE CONTENDERS NAMED 

     organize one race, let 
alone prepare for a second if 
successful. Almost immedi-
ately, names from both 
sides of the aisle began cir-
culating across the state. 

    From the GOP, Senator 
Tom Tiffany. Tiffany has 
spoken on several occasions 

to Duffy about the possibil-
ity of running should Sean 
move on to another race. 
He is discussing the possibil-
ity with family. Representa-
tive Rob Stafsholt is the 
29th Assembly representa-
tive, and has publicly said 
much of the same, he will 
look into the possibility of 

getting into the race. State 
Representative Romain 
Quinn of Rice Lake is doing 
the same, looking into the 
possibility. Other GOP 
operatives in central Wis-
consin are weighing their 
chances as well. From the 
other side (continued on Page 
2) 
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      of the aisle, Democrats 
see this rare opening as an 
opportunity to regain a seat 
that they held for nearly 40 
years. 

     Among the first names 
mentioned were State Repre-
sentative Nick Milroy of 
South Range. Nick has been 
in the state Assembly for 
nearly 10 years. Also, Senator 
Janet Bewley of Ashland. Ja-
net is less enthused about a 
possible run as her Senate 
district is safely Democratic 
and her focus has been on 

trying to help fellow 
Democrats regain the 
majority in the state’s 
upper chamber. She has 
not ruled out a possible 
run. 

     Others include Demo-
crats Christine Bremer 
Muggli who is an attorney 
in Wausau and former 
State Senator Pat Kreit-
low, who ran for the seat 
in 2012. Kreitlow was 
quoted as saying that he 
will look at the possibility 

of running, weigh whether he 
feels he can mount an effec-
tive campaign and decide later 
whether it is right for him to 
jump in regardless of who 
else is running. 

     It promises to be a quick 
and steep learning curve for 
REALTOR® members as 
candidates from both sides 
make their names known and 
file to run. As they announce, 
be sure to educate yourself on 
the issues important to you 
and where they stand. 

million over ten years to pro-

vide service to over 2700 loca-

tions in Trempealeau and parts 

of Buffalo, Eau Claire and Jack-

son counties. 

     $8.8 million was provided 

to Bloomer Telephone Compa-

ny to support over 1300 loca-

tions in Chippewa and Dunn 

counties. In addition, funding is 

     The FCC has awarded 

over $160 million for rural 

broadband. More than 20 

counties will have access to 

funding that will allow them 

to build infrastructure over 

the next ten years. 

     Among counties receiving 

dollars, Tri-County Commu-

nications will receive $32 

provided for more than 600 

homes on tribal lands includ-

ing the Ho-Chunk Nation and 

Lac Courte Oreilles Reserva-

tion in northern Wisconsin. 

     The allocation is part of a 

$4.9 billion award over the 

next ten years for more than 

455,000 homes nationwide. 

 DEMOCRATS SEE OPPORTUNITY TO REGAIN SEAT 

RURAL BROADBAND DOLLARS FOR NW W ISCONSIN 

HAVE YOU INVESTED IN RPAC? 

help pass them. WRA has had 
over 120 bills passed over 
two sessions. We need to 
support those legislators who 
support your industry and 
your livelihood. 

     Now is the perfect time to 
make an investment in your 
business. Any amount from 
$100 to $10,000 will support 
those who support your busi-
ness.  

     Have you made your in-
vestment in RPAC yet? 

     Over the last two legisla-
tive sessions, WRA has ad-
vanced, and had passed, most 
in bi-partisan fashion, bills 
that are consumer friendly, 
real estate friendly and land 
use friendly. 

     That does not happen un-
less legislators from both 
sides of the aisle are there to  

PAGE 2 THE GAD REPORT 

SAVE THE 
DATE: 

2020 REAL-
TOR® & Gov-
ernment Day is 
Wednesday, 
February 5th at 
the Concourse 
Hotel and State 
Capitol in Madi-
son. 



 
     After nearly a decade, the 
National Association of 
REALTORS® announces 
new condo rules that could 
generate an increase in home 
sales for years to come. 
Here’s the release: 

     As many may already 
know, the Department of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment recently an-
nounced the long-
awaited arrival of new 
Federal Housing Admin-

istration condomini-
um loan policies. 

Many of the changes 
secured in the rule 
are policies for which 
NAR has advocated 
for over a decade, 
and indeed we be-
lieve the final product 
will yield thousands 
of new homeowner-
ship opportunities 
and help alleviate 
affordability and in-
ventory problems 
plaguing markets 

across the country. 

Specifically, the new 
guidance extends certifi-
cations from two years 
to three, allows for sin-
gle-unit mortgage ap-
provals, provides more 
flexibility with owner/
occupancy ratios, and 
increases the allowable 
number of FHA loans in 
a single project. The 
rule will go into effect in 
mid-October. 

"We are thrilled that 

aforementioned inventory 
and affordability issues 
serving as a very real im-
pediment to aspiring 
homeowners everywhere 
in America, HUD's new 
policies should spur addi-
tional condominium de-
velopment and even en-
courage the transition of 
apartments into condos, 
introducing more supply 

     post published by his 
organization. 

Despite Mr. Peter's 
claims to the contrary, 
though, the reality is that 
condominiums present a 
tangible and genuine 
opportunity for moderate
-income households to 
make their way into the 
housing market for the 
very first time. With the 

into the market at a time 
when it is desperately 
needed. 

The net effect of this 
rule on values should 
not be the concern, ei-
ther. In fact, if values do 
rise, those changes 
would merely represent 
an adjustment from the 
stagnation we've seen 
over the past decade. 

 NAR APPLAUDS CONDO RULES 

ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT ANTICIPATED 

RULE IS TEN PLUS YEARS IN THE MAKING 

for first-time homebuy-
ers, small families and 
those in urban areas. 
This ruling will help re-
verse recent declines in 
condo sales and ensure 
the FHA is fulfilling its 
primary mission to the 
American people." 

HUD said it believes 
these changes will ex-
tend critical benefits to 
aspiring homeowners 

and also reiterated that 
the announcement 
helps confirm the agen-
cy is properly serving 
the public. However, 
there are a handful of 
critics of the new poli-
cies and of NAR's ef-
forts to push the rule 
across the finish line. 
Specifically, Tobias Pe-
ter of the American En-
terprise Institute outlined 
that argument in a blog 

     HUD Secretary Ben 
Carson has taken this 
much-needed step to 
put the American Dream 
within reach for thou-
sands of additional fami-
lies," NAR President 
John Smaby said last 
week after the rule was 
finalized. "It goes with-
out saying that condo-
miniums are often the 
most affordable option 
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SAVE THE 
DATE: The 
RANWW Instal-
lation Banquet is 
Wednesday, 
September 25th 
at Wild Ridge in 
Eau Claire. 



     Two counties are begin-
ning the process of replacing 
their respective county high-
ways shops with new facilities 
in the next year or two. 

     In Barron County, the 
board voted unanimously to 
begin a process for a new 
Highway Department build-
ing. The board will hire an 
architect to complete a needs 
assessment, then design a 
facility to meet the needs of 
the assessment and return that 
to the board for approval. 
The current county facility is 

70 years old and has in-
creasing structural prob-
lems, including heating 
and ventilation issues, 
leaking roof and poor 
insulation, so much so 
that the heat runs con-
stantly in the winter 
months. 

     The design would be a 
building large enough to 
house all of the county 
plows and trucks. The 
funding would be availa-
ble in 2023. In Pepin 

County, supervisors recently 
passed a resolution to pur-
chase 20 acres of land about 
three miles northwest of Du-
rand near the intersection of 
County D and Highway 25 
for their new highway shop. 
The purchase price was 
$18,000 an acre. Their 70 
year old facility will be torn 
down to make room for a 
new Kwik Trip that will 
begin construction next year 
once the current site is 
cleared and old soil removed. 
 

ment purchases and dollars 

for ongoing dam capacity and 

dredging operations at Mirror 

Lake.  Instead of a complete 

rebuild on some of the worst 

streets in the city, dollars will 

be allocated to resurface 

many, but the worst of the 

worst will need to be com-

pletely rebuilt. A number of 

those streets are near the 

     The City of Mondovi is 

looking at several options to 

borrow up to $2 million to 

finish capital improvement 

projects in the city, including 

a number of city street pro-

jects, some will need to be 

postponed near current and 

ongoing renovation of 

Mondovi High School, fund-

ing for equipment replace-

downtown business district. 

The streets identified for ma-

jor repair will cost the city 

over $750,000. Other less 

vital street repairs including 

line painting and crack filling 

could also occur this fall as 

time and dollars are available. 

Bids for new equipment for 

the street department were 

also approved. 

 COUNTIES PLANNING NEW FACILITIES 

MONDOVI PLANNING FOR CAPITAL PROJECTS 

SEPTEMBER IS THE T IME TO INVEST IN RPAC 

untary investment, 40% of 
that comes right back to your 
Association to invest in advoca-
cy and support of candidates 
for local and state office. 

     As any candidate can tell 
you, advertising of all kinds, 
print, radio, television and 
Internet is very expensive, 
doing mailings is very expen-
sive, organizing fundraisers 
and coordinating appearances 
at debates is expensive, and 

given next year is a huge year 
with a Presidential primary, a 
Supreme Court race, and 
now a 7th Congressional race 
sometime in the next several 
months, along with all the 
traditional local races for city 
council, school board, county 
board, sheriff, register of 
deeds, county clerk and town 
boards, your investment is 
needed. Turn to Page 5 for 
more reasons to invest. 

     As we transition from 
summer to fall, you can ex-
pect the kids to go back to 
school, the weather to get 
cooler, and your Association 
dues billing statement to ar-
rive in the mail. 

     In that statement is a vol-
untary $50 investment in 
RPAC. It is very important that 
you do not cross that item 
off.  Why?  Of that $50 vol-
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WRA State 
Convention is 
September 10 
& 11 in Wis-
consin Dells, 
NAR National 
Convention & 
Expo is Novem-
ber 8—11 in 
San Francisco. 



12 Reasons to Renew Your Large Donor/Major investor Council Membership In 2019 

1. In 2010, some appraisers and the City of Milwaukee wanted legislation passed that would prevent real 

estate licensees from giving opinions of value unless they had an appraiser’s license. It didn’t pass 

thanks to your help and the WRA’s efforts to kill this legislation. 

2. In some states, local governments can regulate brokerage services that are currently regulated by state 

and federal laws. Not in Wisconsin! The WRA helped pass a law that prohibits local governments from 

interfering with Wisconsin license law. 

3. In some states, attorneys are required at every closing. Not in Wisconsin! Your right to use state 

approved forms was reaffirmed by the state Supreme Court, thanks to an amicus brief filed by the WRA. 

4. In some states and municipalities, state or local governments have rent control laws or ordinances. Not 

in Wisconsin! The WRA took the lead years ago and helped pass a law that prohibits local rent control. 

5. Some members of Congress wanted to eliminate the mortgage interest deduction for second homes. 

The NAR and WRA were successful in maintaining this deduction because of the importance of second 

homes to the real estate market in Wisconsin. 

6. Prior to 2016, Wisconsin REALTORS® could be sued up to six years after a closing. Today, we have 

significantly improved liability protection for real estate firms and agents by creating a two-year statute of 

limitations from closing. 

7. For years, some Wisconsin municipalities imposed expensive and unnecessary time of sale 

requirements on property owners. Not anymore! Wisconsin law now prohibits local time of sale 

requirements that would limit or impede a property owner’s right to transfer property. 

8. For 30 years, the State of Wisconsin imposed weatherization requirements on rental properties. Not 

now! The legislature eliminated the rental weatherization program, which required weatherization of rental 

units and certification before the property was sold or transferred. 

9. Some Wisconsin municipalities prohibited homeowners from renting their property on a short-term 

basis. Today, we have a new law that protects the ability of homeowners to rent out their home by 

allowing local communities to regulate but not prohibit such rentals for seven days or more. 

10. Historic rehabilitation is a priority for communities across the State of Wisconsin. Through the efforts of 

the WRA and other allies, Wisconsin maintains the state historic rehabilitation tax credit up to $3.5 

million per project. 

11. Some Wisconsin cities imposed rigid and expensive rental property inspection programs. A new law 

limits the authority of municipalities to conduct inspections of rental property unless there is evidence of 

blight, high rates of building code complains or violations, deteriorating property values, or increase in 

single family home conversions to rental units. 

12. Over the years, some state lawmakers have made several attempts to increase the real estate transfer 

tax. The WRA has stopped all these proposals, including the last proposal to double the transfer fee that 

would cost your seller hundreds of dollars on the sale of their home. 

This is only a small sample of our legislative successes at the State and Federal level, made possible by your 

contributions so we can support candidates who support our industry. 



40th Anniversary  1979-2019 

In recognition of the 40th Anniversary of your Association’s 
Political Action Committee and the 50th Anniversary of 
RPAC, we are offering an opportunity to members to invest 
in RPAC thru the Direct Giver Program. This program will 
give you 100% control of your Direct Giver dollars to in-
vest in local and state candidates. 

The investment is $40 per month, charged to your credit or 
debit card to invest in candidates for partisan and non-
partisan offices. REALTORS® Terry Weld and John Lor won 
election to the Eau Claire City Council, in part, with the fi-
nancial backing of RPAC. 

Support of local elections, and REALTORS® running for lo-
cal offices is just one of the things RPAC does for you. 

Have questions? Get answers by contacting Bruce King 
(bruce@ranww.org).  

WRA now accepts American Express for RPAC invest-
ments!  To set your investment up, use this link: 

https://secure.donationpay.org/wra/
directgiver.php  



    The REALTORS® Association of Northwestern Wisconsin is the 

largest association in terms of area, stretching from Millston, Whitehall 

and Fountain City to the south all the way to central Bayfield and south-

ern Ashland county to the north. We are the fourth largest of the 19 As-

sociations in terms of membership. Your Association covers 375 units of 

local government, monitoring a wide variety of issues that can and do 

affect you. In addition to local government, your GAD also monitors 

issues at the state and national level that will have a direct or indirect 

impact on housing and the industry, as well as legislation that can affect 

the consumer. Your Government Affairs Director works with members 

and affiliates to raise investment dollars for RPAC that help to support 

elected officials that support your business. RANWW is one of only 

three REALTOR® Association’s in Wisconsin that have their own PAC, 

which was started 40 years ago to support candidates at the local and 

state level. We maintain a Facebook page, called “The GADabouts”, that 

aims to keep you up to date on political issues that will affect your busi-

ness. Your GAD also produces a periodic government affairs program 

posted on our YouTube channel, RANWWTV!! 

3460 Mall Drive 
Suite  5A 

Eau Claire, WI  54701 

Phone: 715-828-1976 home office/text 
Phone: 715-835-0923 board office 

E-mail:  bruce@ranww.org  

REALTORS® ASSOCIATION 

OF NORTHWESTERN 

WISCONSIN 

      Not one.  

      Houses for rent, particu-
larly for families with several 
children, that is a major con-
cern, meaning that housing 
could be miles away from 
those working in the county 
seat. 

     The housing report, 
whose release will be pre-
ceded by a media tour and 
announcement later this 
month, will certainly open 
some eyes and continue dis-
cussions in a number of com-
munities across our jurisdic-
tion, and beyond.  

     Your Association will 
continue to be involved with 
these discussions moving 

     I had the opportunity to 
stand in for Tom Larson, 
Senior Vice-President of 
WRA to present information 
from a special report that 
WRA commissioned regard-
ing Wisconsin’s workforce 
housing shortage. 

     The conference, present-
ed by Momentum West, 
shared a number of speakers 
all discussing workforce 
housing shortages in their 
communities and how to best 
address the situation. 

     In Barron, for example, 
there are no apartments for 
rent. 

      None.  

forward as some great ideas 
are being circulating; looking 
at every building in a com-
munity to determine future 
practical use for housing or 
business, rethinking shut-
tered nursing homes and 
converting them into low 
income housing, even look-
ing at empty small box stores 
and using them as temporary 
housing for the homeless. 

     Opportunity Zones in 
some of our counties within 
our territory are a possible 
answer to primarily apart-
ment needs, and there is 
plenty of need to go around 
for all types of housing for all 
types of income. 

     And the effort continues. 

MY THOUGHTS—BY BRUCE K ING 

“OUR MISSION IS TO HELP OUR 

MEMBERS BE MORE SUCCESSFUL IN 

REAL ESTATE” 

W W W . R A N WW . O RG  

Bruce King 

Government Affairs Director 


